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As we continue to navigate a 

pandemic that has altered so much of 

what we consider normal, one of the 

main takeaways we have learned is the 

importance of communication. When 

gathering in-person is no longer a sure 

thing, we need to ensure that we are still staying in touch through 

the means that remain at our disposal. You hold in your hands one of 

those vital connection points.

The Loras Magazine has long served as a window into life at Loras and 

we are proud to count it among a growing number of communication 

efforts. Since January 2020, we have expanded our ability to share Loras 

news through the Loras Daily website and the Duhawk Digest podcast. 

Overall, we want to keep you connected with all that Loras has to offer.

In this issue, you will find a collection of articles that provide a wide-

ranging look at the Loras campus. We proudly acknowledge the hard 

work and years of service provided by seven outgoing members of 

the board of regents while we look ahead to the guidance our newest 

members will provide. You will read about the impact made by our 

alumni as distinguished award winners and as shepherds helping to 

mentor the latest crop of Duhawks. In addition, you will read about some 

of the great work being done by our faculty both on campus and beyond.

We also proudly celebrate the efforts of our student-athletes as 

national championships continue to bear the name of Loras College. 

From the women’s track and field team earning its second-consecutive 

national team title and the individual wrestling championships of 

Shane Leigel (’23) and Wyatt Wriedt (’23) to a record-setting seven 

Academic All-America winners, Duhawks continue to make a significant 

impression on both the field and in the classroom.

We have never been shy when it comes to bragging about the 

accomplishments of our students, faculty and alumni. Now, more than 

ever, we know that sharing good news from Loras is just one of the 

important ways we can connect as family, friends and community. We 

look forward to strengthening our connections and celebrating our 

Duhawk pride with all of you, in every way we can.

Go Duhawks!

Pro deo et Patria,

James E. Collins (’84)

President

“Mike is the embodiment of a servant 

leader. His dedication to Loras College has 

been second-to-none as he oversaw the 

strengthening of an already incredible 

alumni network and record-setting years 

in the College’s philanthropic efforts. An 

honorable husband and father, he has 

represented his alma mater better than 

most and his contributions will continue 

to be felt even as he moves forward in his 

latest endeavors.”  

— President Jim Collins (’84)

“I am blessed to have enjoyed nearly 

15 years at Loras in varying roles and 

have had the privilege of working with 

amazing colleagues, students, alumni 

and friends like you. Together we have 

worked diligently to meet and exceed our 

goals and the needs of the College. I am 

incredibly proud of our good work and all 

we have accomplished together.”

— MIke Doyle, J.D. (’91)

Dear Loras Alumni 
and Friends,

MIKE DOYLE (’91)  
Stepping Down as  
Vice President for  
Advancement,  
Treasurer

PRESIDENT’S
LETTER



In the past year, Loras has introduced four continuing 

education programs that offer additional opportunities 

for graduates and professionals either in their fields or 

in a profession they wish to pursue. You can learn more 

and apply by visiting loras.edu/graduate.

Loras launched a collaboration 

with Dalton Education to offer 

a certified financial planning 

(CFP) certification education 

that fulfills the education 

requirements necessary to 

sit for the CFP exam. In this 

nine-month virtual program, 

students learn from nationally-

recognized experts in their fields 

and in strategies for successful 

completion of the CFP exam.

The program offers a flexible 

yet structured learning path, 

providing students with practical, 

Learning  
Never Stops
New graduate and professional 
programs expand knowledge 
beyond graduation

applied knowledge and is 

open to anyone interested in 

attaining CFP certification. It 

is well-suited for new financial 

professionals looking to build a 

solid career foundation,  

mid-career professionals 

looking to advance in their 

current position, career 

changers looking to enter the 

financial planning profession, 

financial advisors looking to 

enhance their earning potential 

and professionals committed to 

maximizing client satisfaction.

Master of Science in 
Biomedical Sciences

When the current academic 

year started, the new biomedical 

sciences program launched to 

serve as an academic record 

enhancement postbaccalaureate 

pre-medical/pre-health 

program. These types of 

postbaccalaureate programs 

are specifically intended for 

students who have taken the 

required undergraduate science 

coursework to apply to medical 

school or other graduate-level 

health professional programs 

but do not have a competitive 

application. The program’s 

coursework is designed to 

challenge students looking to 

enhance their previous academic 

history to be competitive 

applicants for med school, a 

Ph.D. program or a full-time job.

With rates of alcohol and drug 

addiction rising dramatically, the 

need for additional counselors 

led to the creation of a program 

that fulfills the educational 

requirements needed to apply to 

become an Iowa Certified Alcohol 

and Drug Counselor (CADC). 

The four courses in the CADC 

certification education program 

are offered in either an in-person 

evening, online or hybrid format 

to allow individuals to continue 

to work or gain the required 

internship hours needed to apply 

for the certification.

Athletic Training 
Continuing Education

The latest program to launch 

is a continuing education 

opportunity for athletic 

trainers. Offered quarterly, it 

will address practice gaps from 

Commission on Accreditation 

of Athletic Training Education 

(CAATE) 2020 standards to 

clinical practice for certified 

athletic trainers and athletic 

training students in the tri-state 

region. The courses will focus 

on various topics pertinent 

to athletic training including 

injury and illness prevention 

and wellness promotion; 

examination, assessment, and 

diagnosis; immediate and 

emergency care; therapeutic 

intervention; and healthcare 

administration and professional 

responsibility.

Certified Financial Planning Certification

Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor 
Certification Education Program 
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If you wish to join the Loras Giving Circle, please visit loras.edu/givingcircle

Mike Valder (’62)

The impact of the scholarship has 

been significant to many students 

since its inception in 1988. Every year, 

students have had transformative 

experiences made possible by Mike  

and Janet.

“We have lost a great, kind and 

generous man,” Nancy (Zachar) Fett 

(‘90), associate professor of social work, 

said. “I do believe his legacy will live 

on in the lives of people he has helped 

through all of his efforts. There are 

people who may not know his name, but 

their lives are better because he walked 

with us for a while. His example will 

continue to influence me for the rest of 

my journey.”

“Mike loved Loras. He was an 

outspoken advocate for students on the 

margins,” President Jim Collins (’84) 

said. “He funded our Valder Scholar 

Summer Internship program and was so 

excited about our efforts to grow our 

Hispanic student enrollment.”

In honor of his brother Robert Valder  

(‘60), a civil rights organizer in the 

South, Mike and his wife, Janet, 

established the Robert Valder Social 

Justice Scholarship program at Loras. 

While it started as an award in name and 

a financial contribution to a student’s 

tuition, the scholarship transformed into 

an eight-to-ten week summer experience 

working at a social justice organization.

Mike and Janet also conceived of a 

new initiative, The Loras Giving Circle, 

for an annual fund for social justice 

internships and projects to create 

opportunities for members of the Loras 

community to engage in transformative 

experiences in the areas of peace, 

interfaith understanding, diversity, 

equity and inclusion.

“The Valders envisioned the fund being 

a way to expand social justice work on 

campus through creating a giving circle, 

enabling us to expand summer internships 

and new projects during the year,” Stacia 

(Edwards) McDermott (’03), director 

of spiritual life, said. “I am thrilled with 

the possibility of continuing to guide 

students on how they can engage in 

social change in real and tangible ways.”

The annual fund will increase available 

money for summer social justice award 

recipients and provide for additional 

funding, creating a Loras community 

that has access to transformative 

experiences that lead to systemic 

change on the Loras campus and in our 

nation and world.

In coordination with the Loras 

advancement team, members of the 

giving circle are constituents who 

provide annual gifts to this initiative 

of $500 or more and alumni who were 

Valder Justice Scholars who give $100 

or more annually. Upon entry into the 

circle, donors will be provided periodic 

briefings and newsletters to update and 

describe funding proposals, with hopes 

of an annual event to come.

 

FATHER VU RETURNS TO 

LORAS AS  

CHAPLAIN

“The experience I had at the Welcome Mass 

was amazing. It was special for me to be able 

to be a part of this wonderful community. I had 

always heard before coming to Loras about the 

masses at Christ the King Chapel and the strong 

community. I am so happy that I can now be a 

part of it. Additionally, welcome night was a lot 

of fun and provided an opportunity to meet first-

year and upper-class students. Everyone was so 

inviting and welcoming. I gained new insight and 

feel that I grew closer to God that night. I am 

excited to get involved in spiritual life this year.”

 — Evelyn Ward (’25)

WELCOME MASS

For three semesters, Father Dustin Vu studied at 

Loras College on his path to ordination. During 

1999 and 2000, he studied philosophy as part of 

his prerequisite for theological seminary. Twenty 

one years later, he is now serving as chaplain on 

campus and working with campus ministry.

“I am grateful for the opportunities to walk with 

students to help and support them as much 

as I can in these four formative years of their 

lives. I want to offer myself to this community 

completely and just want to serve Jesus in all 

students, staff and faculty.”

Previously, Fr. Vu was the pastor of St. John XXIII 

Parish in Cedar Rapids. While there, he was the 

priest, chaplain and campus minister at Xavier 

High School. During 2010-2015, he was also the 

chaplain at Mount Mercy University. 

REFLECTIONS FROM A STUDENT

LASTING      
LEGACY

With his recent passing, the impact that Mike Valder (’62) had on Loras College can 

be measured by the students who have had their lives changed through his 

commitment to their success. A member of the board of regents and long-time 

champion of Loras students, Valder leaves a lasting impact on his alma mater. 



TWENTY TWENTY-ONE



Eric Eller, Ph.D., 

associate professor 

of finance, earned 

the chartered 

financial analyst 

(CFA) designation 

from the CFA 

Institute. 

FACULTY  
& STAFF
ACCOLADES
Loras President  

Jim Collins (’84) 

has been appointed 

as a member of the 

United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops’ 

(USCCB) Higher Education 

Working Group.

The Hispanic 

Association of Colleges 

and Universities 

(HACU) named  

Sergio Pérez (’13), 

director of inclusion 

and advocacy, as one 

of 25 fellows who 

will be part of the 

third cohort of its 

Leadership Academy/

La Academia  

de Liderazgo.

James Pollock, Ph.D., 

professor of English, 

won the Manchester 

Poetry Prize as part 

of the Manchester 

Writing Competition 

2020, the United 

Kingdom’s biggest 

prize for unpublished 

literary work. He also 

claimed the Guy Owen 

Prize from Southern  

Poetry Review.

"Bella", a film co-created 

by Seth Myers, 

associate professor 

of media studies, with 

international artist 

Sarah Stolar, has seen 

a steady stream of 

accolades pour in since 

it debuted in 2019. Film 

festivals from across 

the globe continue to 

heap recognition upon 

the work.

BOARD OF REGENTS WELCOMES 
NEW FACES  
AND 
CELEBRATES 
OUTGOING 
MEMBERS

Demeri Mullikin and Scott McClure, Ph.D., 

joined Loras College as the latest members 

of its administrative team this fall. Now 

Loras’ vice president for marketing 

and strategic communication, Mullikin 

previously served as executive director of 

institutional marketing communications 

at Northland College in Wis. McClure, 

the new vice president for institutional 

advancement, joins Loras after having 

served as senior campaign manager for the 

Steier Group in Omaha, Neb.

MULLIKIN, McCLURE 
TABBED AS COLLEGE VPs

Loras welcomed five alumni to its board of 

regents on October 1. Their arrival also marked 

the end of the distinguished service of seven 

retiring board members. 

Wendy Schrunk (‘07), Milan Vuckovic (‘09), Luis Acosta Hererra (’13), 

Natalie (Brennan) Hoffmann (‘84) and Stephen Schlegel (‘85) each return 

to their alma mater in leadership roles in the midst of successful careers and 

service to Loras College.

The seven alumni who completed their terms on the board were J. Paul 

Breitbach (‘60), Troy Cicero (’84), Greg Gumbel (’67), Theresa (Obermann) 

Hoffman (‘81), Richard Kenney (‘63), David Spahn (‘71) and Dennis Houlihan 

(‘72). Each finished their service on September 30.

“It is a bittersweet moment to recognize the distinguished service of seven 

exemplary board members while welcoming five extraordinary individuals to 

continue their respective legacies,” President Jim Collins (’84) said. “Our 

outgoing members have had a transformative impact on Loras’ successful 

trajectory to include last year’s outstanding Higher Learning Commission  

re-accreditation outcome. I have no doubt that our newest members will 

continue to honor their service in equally compelling ways. Simply put, Loras 

is blessed to have so many who serve and love our alma mater so selflessly.”
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NAMED  
5TH  

BEST  

of PRIDE

FOUNDED IN 1839,  
Loras College is Iowa’s oldest 

college and the sixth oldest 

Catholic College in  

the nation.

POINTS

According 

to the 

2021  

U.S. News 

best 

colleges 

rankings

Fifth Best Bachelor’s Degree  

College in the US according  

to the September 2021  

Washington Monthly — the highest ranking 

college or university in Iowa. 

Loras accounting graduates  

taking the CPA exam for the  

first time in 2020 had a pass  

rate in the top 15% of the  

nation among institutions that had at least 

10 candidates. Loras graduates also scored 

the second-best pass rate in Iowa. 

2.

4.

3.

1.

Regional College in 

the Midwest within 

a 12-state region.  

Schools in the 

Midwest.

7TH BEST  
VALUE
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For an unprecedented twelfth consecutive year, 

Loras College Television took home the top honor 

of Television Station of the Year at the Iowa 

College Media Association Awards in Des Moines, 

Iowa. The recognition is the highest award the 

ICMA can bestow upon any of Iowa’s college and 

university television/media programs. 

2021 - THE 28TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

of a Loras student receiving a first place, 

second place or honorable mention in  

at least one category of the Delta Epsilon  

Sigma National Writing Competition.

Loras College’s 

Chemistry 

Department  

received a 

“Commendable” 

ranking from the 

American Chemical  

Society (ACS).
 

10.

8.

The Council for Advancement & Support  

of Education selected Loras College  

as a recipient for a 2020 Educational  

Fundraising Award.  
 
As part of the 2020 Circle of Excellence Awards,  

Loras was cited for Overall Performance  

as a Private Liberal Arts Institutions  

with Endowments Under $150 Million.

“Commendable” is the 

second-highest rating 

an ACS student chapter 

can receive. Of the 500 

student chapters around 

the world, only the top 

30% reach that level. 

The highest possible 

rating of “Outstanding” 

is bestowed on the  

top 10%.

6.

The Loras 

College Historic 

District has been 

listed on the 

National Park 

Service’s National 

Register of 

Historic Places.

7.

5.

 Audrey Miller ('19) has been named 

the Chi Alpha Sigma Scholar Female 

Athlete of the Year by the national honor 

society for student-athletes.  
 
Miller becomes the first recipient from Loras and the 

second female honoree for the organization after the 

inception of the awards three years ago.

9.



The National Alumni Board was formed in 1989 to 

develop and promote support of alumni and friends to 

strengthen the College. Through a variety of programs, 

events and communications, the board strives to create 

an atmosphere which encourages lifelong friendships 

while simultaneously serving alumni and the College.

The board is comprised of up to 25 members 

representing many decades, gender and geographic 

area of our alumni constituency. Each member supports 

and is involved with recruitment, philanthropy and 

alumni engagement.

Each homecoming, the board hosts their one-of-two 

on-campus meetings. This fall the board welcomed four 

new members: Jonathan Gill (’09), Dubuque, Iowa; 

Kelsey McElroy Anderson (’10), Wauwatosa, Wis.;  

Geri (Spagnoli) Tilkes(’89), Evergreen Park, Ill.;  

Sylvester Bush (’87), Peoria, Ill.

Front row (left to right): Vince Mazza (’91), Jane (Lyons) Mueller (’87),  

Diana (Pena Clavijo) Miller (’09), Lauren Ready (’08), Kelsey McElroy Anderson (’10). 

Back row: Pete Streit (’77), Rob Murray (’01), Seamus Ahern (’04), Sylvester Bush 

(’87), David Fautsch (’05), Robin (Fetter) Brown (’82). Not pictured: Jonathan Gill (’09), 

Geri Tilkes (’89).

NATIONAL ALUMNI BOARD

MORE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FINDING A  
NEW HOME  
AT LORAS 

The campus is seeing its largest influx of new international students 

in more than ten years as 14 students from eight different countries 

are among the latest flock of Duhawks. Additionally, more than 20 

are scheduled to arrive for the spring semester.

Eleven of the current students are first-

year students, with the remaining three 

transferring from other schools. They 

proudly represent their home countries 

of Colombia, England, Ethiopia, Greece, 

Guatemala, Liberia, Nepal and Spain.
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Looking for a way to 

get involved and give 

back to Loras? The 

Loras College Mentor 

Program is a great 

way to not only stay 

connected to Loras, but 

to engage with current 

students on campus. 

Mentors Foster 
Student Success 

“I chose to become a mentor as a thank you to my 

mentors at Loras. They are now dear friends who 

helped me get where I am today. It felt like a nice 

way to return the favor!

Getting involved is an easy way to share your 

experience and expertise with current students and 

future alumni. Connecting with a current student 

about challenges and successes has helped me 

better understand our future workforce too.”

               – Lauren (Squires) Ready (’08)

The mentor program is designed for 

students and alumni to connect one-on-one 

about all aspects of life. Mentees share 

aspirations, challenges, career questions 

and ideas while mentors serve as a sounding 

board, provide networking, advice, referrals 

and encouragement. Matches are made 

based on field of study, workplace aspirations, 

campus involvements and interests.

Interested in becoming a mentor? Apply today!  
alumni.loras.edu/mentor

Front row (left to right): Vince Mazza (’91), Jane (Lyons) Mueller (’87),  

Diana (Pena Clavijo) Miller (’09), Lauren Ready (’08), Kelsey McElroy Anderson (’10). 

Back row: Pete Streit (’77), Rob Murray (’01), Seamus Ahern (’04), Sylvester Bush 

(’87), David Fautsch (’05), Robin (Fetter) Brown (’82). Not pictured: Jonathan Gill (’09), 

Geri Tilkes (’89).

Return to Normal(ish)   
By Alexis Riesberg (’23)

For first-year and transfer students, navigating a new 

campus and meeting fellow students can be challenging 

in the best of times. When it happens in the middle of a 

pandemic, things become even more difficult. For the 

2020-21 academic year, those students had a unique 

experience unlike their fellow students. This year, they 

are finally getting something closer to the normal Loras 

experience.

While not operating exactly the same as the pre-COVID 

days, this semester operates on a new kind of normal 

that the campus hasn’t seen before. Due to the high rates 

of community transmission in Dubuque County, Loras 

College has a face-covering requirement in place for all 

indoor campus facilities, including classrooms. 

“I have felt more sense of community and enthusiasm 

about being together this semester — a feeling I am sure 

most people establish their first year,” Gabriel Sanchez 

(’22) said. “It is very clear that people are antsy about 

being together again, and I am excited to finally be in 

person with my fellow Duhawks.”

The COVID-19 pandemic forced Loras to transition 

strictly to online learning in March 2020. Last year, 

the College introduced a hybrid approach with both 

in-person and online instruction, but with heavy 

restrictions on gathering and spacing. As a result, much 

of the interactions across campus were online. 

Along with positive changes in the atmosphere,  

there are also changes in the classroom.  

“It is easier for me to 

focus in class with 

the professor right in 

front of me, holding me 

accountable. And I feel 

more comfortable asking 

questions in person 

rather than via zoom,” 

Ella Reily (’24) said.

There are many perks 

with being in-person but 

this is still a transitioning 

time. Campus events, like 

homecoming, are back, 

as are many of the experiential learning opportunities 

that demonstrate how Duhawks help Duhawks.

“It is weird because I feel at home at Loras, but I am 

experiencing so many elements of ‘Loras life’ for the 

first time,” Sanchez said. 

As the semester continues, students are excited 

to get back to the things that make the Duhawk 

experience. After the last three semesters, students 

have a new appreciation to be back in person with the 

Duhawk community. 

The Zoom fatigue, excessive screen time and 

connection issues that students dealt with last year are 

being filled with engaging in-person teaching, hands-on 

experience and one-on-one connections with the faculty. 

This is the Loras many alumni and upperclassmen 

remember.
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SEVEN DUHAWKS NAMED CoSIDA ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICAN

The reigning champions set school records in the 4x100m relay and 400m as they earned eight All-American honors 

and were named the United States Track and Field Cross Country Coaches Association Division III Scholar Team of 

the Year. Head Coach Matt Jones (’05) earned both regional and national coach of the year honors.

Not to be outdone, Mike Jasa (’23) won an individual national championship in 800m with a school record 1:50.00.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS…AGAIN!

by Emily Adlfinger

Seven student-athletes were named College Sports Information Directors of 

America (CoSIDA) Academic All-Americans for the 2020-21 athletic year, a program 

record that surpassed six honorees in 2017. Wrestlers Shane Liegel (’23) and  

Zeke Smith (’22) became the first honorees for the wrestling program, and 

women’s track and field student-athletes Elayna Bahl (’22), Marion Edwards (’22) 

and Stevie Lambe (’22) marked the first time the track and field program collected 

three honorees. Men’s track and field student-athlete and 800-meter national 

champion Mike Jasa (’22) earned the honor as well as women’s soccer’s senior 

Brynn Jacobi (‘21).

The CoSIDA Academic All-America 

program is the longest-running and 

most prestigious academic and athletic 

award for student-athletes. Student-

athletes must be in sophomore or 

higher standing, hold a 3.30 GPA 

or higher and be voted as a CoSIDA 

Academic All-District selection to be 

eligible for the award. From there, the 

nation’s sports information directors 

vote for the All-America team. 

The Duhawks had 11 All-District 

honorees for 2020-21, including  

Audrey Hinz (’20), the first women’s 

tennis honoree. Baseball student-

athlete and American Rivers 

Conference (A-R-C) Position Player 

of the Year Luke Fennelly (’22) was 

the program’s first All-District award 

winner since 2017, as well as the men’s 

basketball program’s career three-

point leader Rowan McGowen (’21), 

who added the program’s second All-

District award.

All-District nods also went to Women’s 

track and field 10,000-meter national 

runner-up Kassie Rosenbum (’22), 

women’s soccer’s Payton McDonnell 

(’23), the NCAA Division III leader 

in assists in 2020, and men’s soccer 

student-athletes Juan Jose Arias (‘22) 

and Kyler Donovan (’22).

STEVIE LAMBEZEKE SMITH

ELAYNA BAHL 

AUDREY HINZ

SHANE LIEGELMARION EDWARDS

LUKE FENNELLY

KASSIE ROSENBUM

KYLER DONOVANROWAN McGOWEN

BRYNN JACOBI

MIKE JASA

PAYTON McDONNELL 

JUAN JOSE ARIAS

Historic Honors

Congratulations, women’s track and field team who claimed the 2021 NCAA 
DIII Outdoor National Championship – the second consecutive national title!
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS…AGAIN!
Following up on what was a historic yet shortened 

2020 season, the Loras College wrestling team 

completed the 2021 season on a historical note at 

the 2021 NWCA Division III Wrestling Championship, 

earning a program-record nine All-Americans as well 

as crowning two national champions in Shane Liegel 

('23) at 184 lbs. and Wyatt Wriedt ('23) at 285 lbs.

Liegel became the first Duhawk champion since  

James Buss ('14) in 2014 when he was crowned 

the 184-pound champion. Liegel cruised through 

the semifinals by collecting a fall, technical fall 

and decision to face off against familiar foe, sixth-

seeded Ira Kuehn of Luther. After being tied at two 

points apiece in the third period, Liegel sunk in 

a deep armbar to pin Kuehn at the 5:35 mark. In 

the finals, Liegel toed the line against top-seeded 

Paul Detwiler of USCGA and proved the seeding 

committee wrong by churning out a decision 

to bring the Duhawk faithful to their feet as he 

became a national champion.

WORTH
THEIR

In the tournament's final match, sixth-seeded 

Wriedt had his run in the 285-pound weight class, 

culminating in a national title. Wriedt started his 

journey with two decisions to reach the quarterfinals. 

Going against conference foe and third-seeded Kaleb 

Reeves of Coe College, Wriedt avenged a previous loss 

in 2021 to reach the semifinals. A decision victory over 

second seed Dominick Wilson of Olivet College meant a 

matchup with eighth-seeded Tyler Kim of Augsburg in 

the finals. In a back-and-forth affair, Wriedt used a late 

takedown against Kim to become the second national 

champion of 2021, marking the first time the Duhawks 

have had two national champions in the same year.

Liegel and Wriedt both earned All-America status as 

well as Jared Hensley ('22), Jalen Schropp ('24), Zach 

Thompson ('22), Zeke Smith ('22), Daniel Ruiz ('22), 

Gabe Fiser ('23) and Jacob Krakow ('22).

WEIGHT IN 
GOLD

2021 NWCA DIVISION III 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSby Simon Schuler (’21)

Shane Liegel 
('23)

Wyatt Wriedt 
('23)

Photos by 
Adam Rang 
(’20)
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By Chris Steinbach (MBA ’20)

When he calls, John Mulcrone 

(’22) hopes you will answer  

the phone. 

“I am really excited to 

connect with Duhawks to hear 

their stories and share with 

them all of the exciting ways 

to support the College,” said 

Mulcrone, an English literature 

major who is working as an 

intern this semester for the 

annual giving campaign in the 

Bob Holtz Advancement Office.

When he connects with people by phone, 

Mulcrone tells them how much their support 

for Loras impacts students. Alumni who give 

to the Loras Fund are helping address nearly 

every need on campus. More importantly, 

they are helping make an education rooted in 

Catholic Social Teaching affordable and accessible to current and future students.

“I wasn't sure where I wanted to go to college,” Mulcrone said, even though his parents 

— Thomas (’93) and Molly (Siepman) Mulcrone (’95) — are both Duhawks. “I attended the 

scholarship day competition at Loras and received one of three full-tuition scholarships. 

That made it possible for me to come to Loras and made it the best option for me.”

Loras graduates continue to make the world a better place and achieve 

great successes. Over Homecoming weekend, we celebrated the lives and 

contributions made by our five distinguished alumni. These individuals have 

made their mark at Loras and beyond.

Making the 
Right Call

2021 Distinguished Alumni 

John Gavin ‘65 

Dianne Gibson

Dr. George Wilson ‘69

Matt Horsfield ‘97

Jareb Steines ‘05

Do you have an alumnus you would like to nominate for one of these awards?  

Nomination forms can be found on the alumni website and must be submitted by March 31.

AMICUS  

CAMPUS CONTRIBUTIONS 

HUMANITARIAN 

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

YOUNG ALUMNI

To be awarded the scholarship, he went 

through an interview process and wrote an 

essay about a community that had made 

him feel at home. “I wrote about my high 

school, St. Patrick’s, and the impact it had 

on me growing up,” Mulcrone said. St. 

Patrick’s is one of the boys’ high schools on 

Chicago’s northwest side. 

His growth has continued at Loras.  

“I've learned a lot about myself,” Mulcrone 

said. “Loras is definitely a place where I've 

grown to be comfortable. I’ve made a lot of 

great friends from different places, many 

even new to me. The faculty, especially my 

professors in the English department, have 

been nothing but incredibly nice  

and helpful.”

Away from his studies, Mulcrone has 

been active in intramurals, worked on the 

staff of The Lorian and published an essay 

in The Limestone Review. In addition to the 

Advancement Office, he has worked as a 

basketball referee at the Boys & Girls Club 

of Greater Dubuque.

What has stood out to Mulcrone is the 

passion everyone has for Loras. 

“When I talk to them on the phone, 

many tell stories about their time at 

Loras,” he said. “It is really fun to talk 

with them and hear about their Loras 

experiences, like mine.”
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DUHAWK
SIGHTINGS

Alumni can be found all across the globe 

and we love when they gather together. 

Check out where we have seen them 

recently and join us at our next event near 

you! For more information on events and 

activities go to alumni.loras.edu.



1450 ALTA VISTA STREET  |  DUBUQUE, IOWA 52001-4327

CELEBRATE, UNITE & SUPPORT
MARCH 9, 2022

AmazonSmile 
is a simple 
and automatic 
way for you to 
support Loras 
College!

HERE'S HOW:

1. 

2. 
 
  

3.  

Visit smile.amazon.com.

Search for and select 
Loras College as your 
charity of choice.

Amazon will start  
giving back!

SAVE THE DATE


