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Advanced General Education (AGE) Curriculum model 

Students who matriculated to Loras prior to fall 2019 complete the requirements of the Advanced 
General Education (AGE) Curriculum model below. Transfer students entering Loras in fall 2019 or later 
will be assigned either the FEV or AGE curriculum based on the number of credits accepted for 
transfer.  Transfer students should contact their academic advisor for more information. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS (TOTAL CREDITS=35-36) 

FOUNDATIONAL COURSES: 12-13 CREDITS 
Foundational courses prepare students for active learning and reflective thinking by providing the skills 
and common knowledge necessary to a liberal arts education at Loras College. Although initiated in these 
courses, the methodology of active learning and the development of writing and communication skills 
continues at all levels of the general education program. The writing, communication, and mathematical 
modeling courses are tiered by aptitude and ability. 

1. Modes of Inquiry (FI) (3 cr.) 
2. Foundational Writing (FW) (3 cr.) 
3. Public Speaking (FS) (3 cr.) 
4. Mathematical Modeling (FM) (3-4 cr.) 

MISSION COURSES: 6 CREDITS 
The Democracy and Global Diversity and Catholic Tradition courses are writing-intensive courses where 
students will be asked to further develop their research and research-based writing skill; presentation 
skills and critical thinking ability. 

1. Catholic Tradition (MC) (3 cr.) 
2. Democracy and Global Diversity (MD) (3 cr.) 

ADVANCED GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES: 15-16 CREDITS 
The advanced level of the general education curriculum is intended to a) acquaint students with the key 
modes of scholarly inquiry and discourse, b) provide them with the opportunity to make connections and 
understand the interdependence between and among different areas of knowledge, c) allow them to 
experience learning as a shared enterprise, and d) offer them opportunities to make ethical decisions 
about the critical issues facing the human community. 

1. The Aesthetic Dimension of Human Experience (AA) (3 cr.) 
Students will ask questions about the nature and purpose of human creativity. Courses which are 
used to fulfill this requirement will examine works of literature, art, drama, film, dance, or music 
or ask students to produce their own creative works and reflect on the context and process of that 
creation in order to gain an understanding of aesthetic experience. Students explore how the fine 
arts and literature enrich, shape, and express the human spirit.  
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The student will begin to address the following questions and topics: 

1. How do the creative processes both reflect and shape the experience of being human? 
2. What is the nature and purpose of literature or the fine arts? 
3.  In what ways do the fine arts or literature articulate, perpetuate, or transform cultural 

and other values and meanings in a civilization? 
4. What are the various contexts in which aesthetic works are produced? 
5. How do writers, artists, or composers express meaning through the structure of their 

work? 
 

2. Cultural Traditions Across Generations (AC) (3 cr.) 
Students will ask questions about cultural traditions in order to free themselves from a 
narrowness of vision which is restricted to their own time and place. Courses that are used to 
fulfill this requirement examine the past or contemporary cultural contexts within which 
decisions are made and ideas and institutions evolve. Students will analyze cultural information 
in order to recognize the role expectations and social conventions that shape human behavior 
within that society. They will decide how collective human memory, given shape and discipline by 
methods designed to explore the past, provides the experience from which one might better 
define the present and consider the future. They should be able to both empathize with the 
culture under study and to critically analyze its patterns of living or development. The student 
will begin to address the following questions and topics: 

1. What is culture? 
2. How does one systematically collect and analyze cultural information? 
3. What generalizations or stereotypes exist about the subject culture? How does one 

evaluate those generalizations? 
4. How do role expectations and social variables such as age, gender, class, religion, 

ethnicity, etc., affect how humans interact and develop a worldview within the subject 
culture? 

5. How does the study of historical development help one to understand the complex nature 
of change and continuity in human experience? 
 

3. Foundations for Values and Decisions (AV) (3 cr.) 
Students will ask questions about the consequences of personal and social values, the nature of 
reality, and the purpose of human life. Courses that are used to fulfill this requirement will 
explore and help the student gain an understanding of central questions of human destiny, values, 
and decision-making. These issues may be addressed through philosophical analysis; through the 
exploration of spiritual and religious values, or through the investigation of a social justice issue. 
All courses will include at least an introduction to the study of the specific moral or spiritual 
principles on which value judgments or decisions to act are made about the central issue of the 
course. The student will begin to successfully discern, understand, and ultimately incorporate 
into his or her own life, answers to the following questions: 

1. How does one formulate a reasonable and coherent set of moral values? 
2. What are the methods for identifying specific moral and factual assumptions underlying a 

given moral controversy? 
3. Are there moral principles which have received cross-cultural affirmation? 
4. How does one connect moral reflection to action? 
5. What constitutes a philosophy of life and world view? How does one formulate 

satisfactory versions of a philosophy of life and a world view? 
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4. Humanity in the Physical Universe (AH) (3-4 cr.) 
Students will ask questions about how the natural sciences provide a powerful means to 

understand and shape the world. Courses which are used to fulfill this requirement will 

address multiple dimensions of the material universe and help the student achieve levels of 

competency and capacity in the elements of “scientific literacy” on both the theoretical and 

applied (i.e., research experience) levels. Students will be given the chance to help design 

experiments to demonstrate the principles on which science is based. Courses which are 

used to fulfill this requirement will presuppose familiarity with quantitative reasoning, 

methods of analysis, and other skills achieved within the prerequisite general education 

mathematics courses. The student will begin to address the following questions and topics: 

1. What is the scientific method? What is the role of experiments in analyzing nature? 

2. What is the nature and role of truth, evidence, and proof in science? 

3. What are the connections among the sciences, and between the sciences and 

mathematics? 

4. How can science be used to place important public issues in context? 

5. Identity and Community (AI) (3 cr.) 
Students will ask questions about how human identity is formed. Courses which are used to fulfill 
this requirement will address the individual in relation to self and society. Students will explore 
dimensions of human development and interaction in order to understand how the individual 
and society interact to construct personal identity. Students will become aware of how they could 
use that knowledge to take a more purposeful and active approach toward their own interaction 
with the larger community. The student will begin to address the following sorts of questions and 
topics: 

1. What does it mean to be human? 
2. What is the nature of the self? 
3. How do humans, precisely as social and psychological beings, create their identity through 

everyday interactions with other people and institutions? 
4. How do humans create their identity through self-expression? 
5. How do situational variables and social conventions shape human behavior? 

 
6. PORTFOLIO (PJ) 

After completing the majority of required general education courses and courses in their majors, 
Loras students will reflect on how they have developed the dispositions and skills necessary to 
continue or complete a program of liberal learning. To support their claims, each student will 
create and circulate an electronic portfolio as either a stand-alone course or as part of the 
capstone or culminating requirement in the major. The College will review these portfolios and 
use them to assess the extent to which students meet the specific goals of its general education 
curriculum. In their portfolios, students will reflect on artifacts collected from their general 
education courses and other educational experiences to demonstrate progress toward liberal 
learning objectives. The portfolios should demonstrate: 

1. That students understand the dispositions desired of a Loras-educated person 
2. That they have collected a body of significant work that reveals their ability to 

communicate and think 
3.  That they have organized that body of work as evidence to support the claim that they 

have progressed toward the desired dispositions 
4.  That they have integrated their involvement in general education and major courses, 

experiential learning (if taken), and co-curricular activities to produce an electronic 
document that is accessible to a community of readers and evaluators to include faculty, 
potential employers, graduate schools, and other students 

Prerequisite: Completion of three of the five advanced general education course. 


