Oral Communication Draft 


There are many different skills that we are asked to learn by the time that we graduate from Loras College. During the four or five years that people attend the college there are certain general education classes that we are required to take. Most of the time people complain about the classes and I am no exception to the rule. From the first moment I was told that a requirement for graduating from Loras was to take LIB 110.  LIB 110 is called Public Speaking and Group Communications. The second that I learned that it was a public speaking class I panicked. I have always had a major fear of talking in public whether it be speaking in front of people or performing I always had minor panic attacks. Loras wants each of its graduates to learn how to: support ideas with evidence, to be able to display creativity, voice and a sense of audience, to be able to organize speeches with a purpose, to be able to demonstrate critical thinking and to learn to use standard English and an gain an effective verbal style. As much as I feared the class I learned all that Loras wanted me to and more about how to correctly and effectively communicate whether it is with a group or an individual situation. 

When I first walked into LIB 110 I was petrified about what I knew was coming. Being forced to stand up in front of the class and give different types of speeches was not my idea of fun. My professor was very intimidating on that first day. He described to us the assignments and the different speeches that we were going to write. I have never been good at speaking in front of groups of people no matter the size audience whether it be a formal presentation or just being part of a discussion in class. I learned a lot about how to become comfortable talking and expressing myself clearly in whatever setting I am in. I learned many other skills as well. I learned the importance of knowing how to write a speech and tricks on how to remember the ideas. I learned that there are correct ways to present and there are not. Eye contact with the audience is a very important part of giving an effective speech. Taking the class was very beneficial in helping me to communicate clearly and effectively. 

Throughout my college experience there have been many classes and activities that I have participated that have assisted me in developing better oral communication skills. The best example is from my study abroad experience. When I returned the next semester my group members and I were asked to present our findings to an open forum. We didn’t know the size of the audience but it was going to be larger than a normal class. We had to clearly and quickly get our main points across plus make it entertaining for the students who were forced to attend. This presentation helped me to work on my memorization skills. I didn’t want to read off of a slide so I had to memorize what I was going to say. 

The second example is a class that I took in the fall of my junior year. The class was called Does the Land Belong to Israel?  We were asked to present almost every other week about our own specific topics. This was beneficial because practice makes perfect. 

The third example that helped me to develop my skills was in a class called Environmental Ethics. The activity that helped me the most was a presentation that I was asked to give on a few chapters in our book. I was asked to teach the class. Nothing could have better prepared me than the skills that I learned from LIB 110. 

I have made leaps and bounds since I took LIB 110 but there are still things I need to work on to better improve my oral communication skills. I still get very nervous when it comes to talking to people in a formal setting. I tend to fidget and play with my hands. Also if I put my points on a power point I still tend to read them off the screen. But admitting these problems show that I am trying to work on them. As with most things the only way to improve is to practice. 
 
There are a few ways in which the class could have helped me a little better. The first is that we could have work on more kinds of speeches and presentations. Mostly we only had informal speeches. It would have benefited me a little better to work on more formal speeches. Also using different forms of technology would have helped a little more. We either used posters or power point. But for the most part the class was very beneficial for me.  

Fear is a great motivator for public speaking. For myself, I always work better under pressure and when I know that I have to present in front of a group of people I always do my best work. No one wants to be looked at in a harsh way after speaking in public. As I look back now on LIB 110, I wish that I would have paid attention a little more than I did. At the time all I wanted to do was get through the class as fast as I could and get all of my speeches out of the way so I wouldn’t have to do one ever again. By the end of the class I had learned so much that my fear of public speaking was now very tiny. I still to this day get nervous when I have to present but I learned skills that help me to communicate better and feel more comfortable standing in front of a group of people and presenting. 
