Exploring the Dispositions of a Loras-Educated Person
Active learners want to learn. They are curious about the world and seek to make sense of their experiences.  They will:
· Value opportunities to learn through diverse experiences.

· What learning activities have you encountered that go beyond traditional classroom or research techniques?

· Have you, for example, conducted interviews, performed your own research, job shadowed, written a play, prepared and performed a musical piece…?
· Act in ways that reveal broad areas of interest; they discuss, use respected resources to research issues or problems, collaborate as scholars with instructors and peers, and communicate effectively what they have learned.

· Have you discovered a topic that interested and excited you that you never realized you were interested in before?
· If you did research on an issue or problem, how did you decide which sources were credible and respected?
· How have you worked with your teachers and/or peers in a way that demonstrate learning at high levels?
· In instances when you presented the results of your work in some format, what were the characteristics that demonstrated the effective communication of your ideas?  How did you determine that your effectiveness?

· Test and develop their knowledge continually with new information and differing viewpoints.

· When and how did you persistently seek to expand the information you required for your work?  How did you determine what new information you needed as you progressed in your work?
· In what ways did you encounter views that differed from your own?  How did they affect your efforts?  How did you incorporate alternative views into your final product?

· Take joy in the search for truth and commit to the intellectual rigor necessary to learn.​

· When and how have you taken control of a learning situation and made decisions that affected its outcome?

· When have you found something to be mentally or academically challenging?  How did you persevere to learn, despite the obstacles or challenges involved?

· When has your curiosity driven you to learn about something?  How did you plan and complete the learning process?

· Appreciate the beauty of creation.

· While learning, have you had an experience that has caused you to marvel at the ways of the universe?

· Value the artistic dimensions of human experience.

· Have you experienced a sense of awe and wonder upon encountering a human artistic creation?  Describe that experience.
Reflective thinkers display insight. They take into account their own dispositions and biases as they think creatively and critically.  Loras students demonstrate their ability to think in a reflective manner.  They will:
· Think creatively when they interpret information in new ways, formulate fresh hypotheses, and pose original questions.
· Describe a new perspective that you brought to a learning project.  Why was your understanding and explanation different than previous views?
· When have you proposed a new theory of understanding something?  Explain how your new hypothesis arose and how you determined its merit.

· Describe a situation when you asked questions that hadn’t been asked before.  What prompted you to asked your new questions?  How did you seek answers?

· Think critically when they use various approaches to evaluate relationships between claims and evidence.

· Explain how you went about determining that the statements made in an argumentative work were valid.  How did you go about verifying the validity of the evidence used in support of the claims?

· Express with confidence their own sense of identity and values based on their reasoned understanding of what it means to be human.

· When have your own personal values influenced the views you expressed on a particular topic?  How were these views based not on personal agendas, but on an understanding of the values that would prove to be most beneficial to society?

· Connect discrete information within and across disciplines into a worldview.

· Describe how you connected ideas and information from two or more separate subject areas into a “bigger picture.”  What new ideas did you discover in doing this?
· Explain how you took two or more ideas that were not obviously related and built connections among those ideas.
Ethical decision makers discern religious, cultural, and personal values in order to act with justice and compassion. Loras students demonstrate their ability to decide matters ethically.  They will:
· Understand and value the Catholic Christian tradition

· How has an understanding of Catholic Christian beliefs and values influenced your thinking on a topic?  In what ways did you demonstrate your understanding of those traditions?

· Act in ways that are honest, courageous, and consistent with their beliefs.

· Describe a time when your actions revealed your honesty and courage.  How were your actions based on your beliefs?
· Work to build a community of faith.

· In what ways have you worked to help faith develop in the world?

· How have you assisted in spreading faith in a community to which you belong?
· Reason about ethical dilemmas and moral problems.

· Describe examples of ethical problems you have had to reason about.  How did you determine your position on the issue?  On what did you base your reasoning?
· What moral questions have you encountered in your learning?  Describe your solution to or position on an issue and from what moral reasoning foundation you arrived at your conclusions.

· Understand the heritage of democracy and act as responsible citizens.

· Explain how you have taken the opportunity to act in accordance with democratic principles in some activity in which you have participated.  
· Know when and how to be leaders.

· Relate a situation when you either decided to assume a leadership role or determined that it was best to provide support, instead of lead.  Explain how you made your decision and the role you played.  What qualities did you bring to the situation either as leader or follower.  Analyze the success of your role.

Responsible contributors to professions, societies, and religious communities develop their talents and share them with others in ways that respect a global environment and are sensitive to cultural differences. Loras students demonstrate that they contribute in responsible ways.  They will:

· Serve communities both inside and outside the College.

· Describe an instance when you helped an individual or group either on or off campus.  How did the recipient(s) of your service benefit from it?  What benefits did you derive from providing the service?
· Remain active alumnae and alumni in professional, social, and religious organizations.

· How might you continue to contribute service beyond your years at Loras?  Are there organizations or communities with which you are involved that would provide ways to remain in service after you graduate from Loras?  What are they and how will they help you remain a responsible contributor?
· Deepen their understanding of the human family by pursuing knowledge of global, and domestic diversity.

· Where and when have you encountered diversity as you served in the role of a responsible contributor?  How did your encounters with diversity develop your awareness of and insight into 
· Collaborate to solve problems.

· Describe a situation when you worked with others as to solve a problem.  What were the advantages of your collaboration over working individually?
· Apply ideas and values in the greater community and thereby continue to learn in active ways.

· Describe a situation when you drew upon your values to provide service to an individual or group.  In what ways did your activity align with the characteristics of an active learner?
· Cultivate a playful spirit and a joyful approach to life and a life‑long attention, to wellness in pursuit of total development as a person.

· How will your learning continue beyond your time at Loras?  What have you found that will drive your life-long learning?
