Definition of Disposition

As part of your college education, Loras identifies four key dispositions that you should embody.  A good starting point is to understand what is meant by some of the vocabulary used when discussing these dispositions.

A disposition is:

· dis·po·si·tion
· NOUN: 
· One's usual mood; temperament: a sweet disposition. 
· A habitual inclination; a tendency: a disposition to disagree. 
· SYNONYMS: disposition , temperament , character , personality , nature

These nouns refer to the combination of qualities that identify a person. Disposition is approximately equivalent to prevailing frame of mind or spirit: "A patronizing disposition always has its meaner side" (George Eliot). Temperament applies broadly to the sum of physical, emotional, and intellectual components that affect or determine a person's actions and reactions: "She is . . . of a serene and proud and dignified temperament" (H.G. Wells). Character especially emphasizes moral and ethical qualities: "Education has for its object the formation of character" (Herbert Spencer). Personality is the sum of distinctive traits that give a person individuality: possessed a truly unique personality. Nature denotes native or inherent qualities: "It is my habit,
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I hope I may say, my nature,to believe the best of people" (George W. Curtis).
· Source: http://education.yahoo.com/reference/dictionary/
To embody means to:

1. To give a bodily form to; incarnate. 

2. To represent in bodily or material form: "As John Adams embodied the old style, Andrew Jackson embodied the new" (Richard Hofstadter). 
3. To make part of a system or whole; incorporate: laws that embody a people's values. 
The four key dispositions include:

· Active learning

· Reflective thinking

· Ethical decision making

· Responsibly contributing

