Discussion Questions for Chapter 04 System Unit

NOTE: for all the discussion questions, you need to read the chapter, think about your responses, and briefly type up your thoughts on the questions.  Print out your work and bring it to class the day we cover the chapter.

Go to the web page http://www.howstuffworks.com/microprocessor.htm and watch the video about microprocessors:
What are the 7 components of a computer listed in the video?
Was there anything in the video clip that surprised you?
Was there anything you totally unfamiliar with (or still have questions about)?

Next, read the material about motherboards at http://computer.howstuffworks.com/motherboard1.htm:
What types of components do you typically find on a motherboard?

What is the basic difference between a computer’s memory and storage?  What are the capacities of each?  How would you measure the speed of each?

What is the purpose of a “port” on a computer?  What are some different types of ports you might find on a computer?  

What are 10 key acronyms that are related to the system unit that you think everyone should be familiar with?  What do each of these acronyms mean?
