Discussion Questions for Chapter 01 Introduction to Computers

NOTE: for all the discussion questions, you need to read the chapter, think about your responses, and briefly type up your thoughts on the questions.  Print out your work and bring it to class the day we cover the chapter.

What are some of the main categories of computers (e.g. what are some different types of computers)?  Who are some of the companies that design, build, and market these computers?

What are the main components of any computer?  Briefly describe some examples of these components.

Suppose you were the manager of an organizations IT department.  If you were going to create a new information system, what basic elements would you have to address?  What are some examples of each of these elements?

What are some “pieces of technology” that you wouldn’t have to live without?  What do you think some of this technology will look like 5 to 10 years from now (or what do you think might be available 5-10 years from now)?
