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Practice Exercise #3:

CRITICAL REASONING & RESEARCH
(10  pts)

Part 1: For each of the following claims, point out a bias or problem in reasoning: 

a) “This one study showed that the more sexually explicit TV girls watch, the greater their risk of teen pregnancy.”- CONFOUNDS- PRESENT/PRESENT BIAS 
b) “It’s so clear that my candidate won that debate! Did you hear all the zingers he delivered?” – CONFIRMATION BIAS
c) “I read online that many cases of autism are caused by the MMR vaccine children get when they are two.”- AVAILABILITY HEURISTIC- CONFIRMATION BIAS
d)  “Tanning beds might cause skin cancer in rats—but I’m a person, and I’ve been using tanning beds for about 2 years and I’m fine!”- LIMITED EXPEREINCE – PRESENT/PRESENT BIAS 
Part 2: For one of the following claims:

· Write a comparison question

· Set up a 2 x 2 comparison matrix to illustrate your comparison question

	
	PEACEFUL
	NOT PEACEFUL 

	YOGA
	X
	

	NO YOGA
	
	X


· Brainstorm at least 3 possible confounding factors that could apply to the original claim

SLEEPHOURS

WORK LOAD

HOMELIFE
· Set up a second 2 x 2 comparison matrix to show how you would test the claim by eliminating one of those confounding factors.

	
	8 MORE HOURS OF SLEEP
	8 LESS HOURS OF SLEEP

	YOGA
	X
	

	NO YOGA
	
	X


CLAIMS:

A. Texting makes my friendships emotionally closer. 
B. Yoga makes people more peaceful. 
Are people who practice Yoga more peaceful that those who don’t?

C. Younger teachers are better with kids. 
