Loras College Economics Department
Course Syllabus for Students Fall 2018
Course Title: Econ 221 – Introduction to Microeconomics
Days and times the course meets:
Section 1 MWF 9-9:50 Hoffmann 511





Section 2 MWF 10-10:50 Hoffmann 511
Introduction:

This is an introductory class to microeconomic theory. Microeconomic theory deals with consumer and business decisions.
Instructor Information:

Name: 
Dr. Jennifer Smith


E-mail:
jennifer.smith2@loras.edu
Office Location: Hoff 504



Phone: 588-7952

Office Hours: 
MF 11-1:30; TR 11-12:30; W 11-1; or by appointment
Textbook: Gwartney, James D. et al. Economics, Private and Public Choice, 2018. Sixteenth Edition. Cengage Learning. ISBN 978-1-305-50672-5
Methods of Instruction:
Format is generally all lecture. However, ask questions any time you are confused. I can guarantee you are not the only one with the question. You are responsible for notes given during class. There may be things stated in class that I do not write on the board which may be important to have in your notes. I will repeat things as necessary, but you are responsible for taking the necessary notes in class.
Attendance:

It is your choice whether or not to attend class. However, if you do not you are responsible for all missed information. I will not “re-teach” the information missed. Note: Missing class may be more detrimental than simply missing my enthralling lectures. Information may be presented in a different manner than found in the text, as well as information presented may not be available in the text.

Method of Evaluation (Exams, Grading System):

The final grade in this course will be determined by the total points earned:
3 Midterm Exams, 100 points each



300 points

Chapter Homework assignments



450 points
Comprehensive Final Exam, 150 points

             150 points
Approx Total points possible


              900 points
Grading scale:

96.7% + = A+


93.3% - 96.6% = A


90.0% - 93.2% = A-


86.7% - 89.9% = B+


83.3% - 86.6% = B


80.0% - 83.2% = B-


76.7% - 79.9% = C+


73.3% - 76.6% = C


70.0% - 73.2% = C-


66.7% - 69.9% = D+

63.3% - 66.6% = D


60.0% - 63.2% = D-


< 60.0% = F

Outside Help: Please stop by my office hours if you need any extra help. There is also a Supplemental Instructor individual available to aid you in your learning process. Office hours and location will be announced as soon as I get the information.

Make-up of Exams and Assignments:

All assignments are to be completed and submitted by the date and time assigned. Exams are only allowed to be made up if I am contacted prior to the exam with a reasonable reason. Arrangements will not be made for a make up exam on the day of the exam unless a doctor’s note or other appropriate documentation can be presented. There is no make-up of quizzes and collected assignments. 
Homework Information:

· Homework assignments will be posted on eLearn.

· Homework must be turned in as a hard copy, not by email. It can be turned in at the beginning of class, or before class starts in the folder for your class in the box outside my office. 

· Your full name (first and last) and class must be at the top of each homework assignment. Failure to do so will result in a 5 point loss of the assignment

· All homework must be typed. There is a 10% penalty for homework not typed. 

· Graphs may be hand drawn if they are neat and readable. However, they must be included within the document, not attached on a separate sheet at the end. You should leave a space in your typed work to draw in the graphs.

· Homework must be stapled. I will not have one available in the classroom for you when you are turning it in. You are also not to go to the secretary prior to class to ask for a stapler. If you need one they are cheap at stores like Walmart, Kmart, Target, Walgreens, Dollar Tree, etc.

Required Writing and Reading:

Students are expected to read the material in the textbook for each section studied.  Required writings will be part of most assignments and exams as students explain how they found the solution, describe their solution graphically, and interpret their answer in the context of the problem.
Miscellaneous Information:

Laptops will not be allowed in class. I recommend you not even get them out.
Cell phones must be turned off and put away. This does not include laying the phone in your lap.

We will be doing a lot of graphing. I highly recommend getting colored pencils or pens to aid in your ability to understand and interpret your graphs.
Lynch Office of Disability Services 

In accordance with federal law, if you have a diagnosed disability or believe that you have a disability that might require reasonable accommodations, please discuss your needs with me at your earliest convenience.  Documentation of your disability must be on file with the Lynch Office of Disability Services (LODS), 120 Academic Resource Center (563-588-7134) for you to receive accommodations. 

Important Dates:

Monday 8/27/2018 – First Day of Classes

Monday, 9/3/2018 – Labor Day, No Class

Monday, 10/22/2018 – Fall Free Days, No Class

Wednesday, 11/21/2018 – Thanksgiving Break, No Class
Friday, 11/23/2018 – Thanksgiving Break, No Class

Final Exam – Section 1: Tuesday, 12/11/2018 8:00 a.m.


        Section 3: Wednesday, 12/12/2018 8:00 a.m.

Syllabus Disclaimer: This syllabus is subject to change.  Any changes will be announced on eLearn.
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